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Third Sunday of Easter
April 19, 2026

During the music before the service let us join in a time of prayer and meditation as we prepare our hearts for
worship.
Please stand as you are able where marked***

Greetings and Announcements
Prelude
***The Confession and Absolution

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Pastor: If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins God who
is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(A time of silent reflection and self-examination.)

Pastor: Most merciful God.

People: We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare unto you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen. Thanks be to God.

***Opening Hymn: I Know That My Redeemer Lives Hymnal #387

I know that my redeemer lives: What joy the blest assurance gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; He lives, my everlasting head!

He lives, to bless me with his love; He lives, to plead for me above;
He lives, my hungry soul to feed; He lives, to help in time of need.

He lives, and grant me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives, my mansion to prepare; He lives, to bring me safely there.

He lives, all glory to his Name; He lives, my Saviour, still the same;
What joy the blest assurance gives: I know that my Redeemer lives!



***Psalm: Psalm 116:1-14 (read responsively)
Liturgist: I love the Lord, for he heard my voice;
People: he heard my cry for mercy.

Liturgist: Because he turned his ear to me,
People: I will call on him as long as I live.
Liturgist: The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came upon me;
People: I was overcome by trouble and sorrow.
Liturgist: Then I called on the name of the Lord:
People: “O Lord, save me!”

Liturgist: The Lord is gracious and righteous;
People: our God is full of compassion.
Liturgist: The Lord protects the simplehearted;
People: when I was in great need, he saved me.
Liturgist: Be at rest once more, O my soul,
People: for the Lord has been good to you.
Liturgist: For you, O Lord, have delivered
People: my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling,
Liturgist: that [ may walk before the Lord
People: in the land of the living.

Liturgist: I believed; therefore I said,

People: “I am greatly afflicted.”

Liturgist: And in my dismay I said,

People: “All men are liars.”

Liturgist: How can I repay the Lord

People: for all his goodness to me?

Liturgist: I will lift up the cup of salvation
People: and call on the name of the Lord.
Liturgist: [ will fulfill my vows to the Lord
People: in the presence of all his people.

***The Gloria Patri: (sung) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

***The Kyrie: (responses are sung)
Liturgist: Lord, have mercy upon us.
People: Lord, have mercy upon us.
Liturgist: Christ, have mercy upon us.
People: Christ, have mercy upon us.
Liturgist: Lord, have mercy upon us.
People: Lord, have mercy upon us.
Liturgist: Glory be to God on high!



***Gloria in Excelsis: (sung) And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship
thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father
Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest
away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art
the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

***Collect:

Liturgist: The Lord be with you.

People: And with thy spirit.

Liturgist: Let us pray.

People: Almighty God, who showest to them that be in error the light of thy truth, to the intent that they
may return into the way of righteousness: Grant unto all them that are admitted into the fellowship of
Christ’s religion that they may eschew those things that are contrary to their profession, and follow all
such things as are agreeable to the same; through thy son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

The Scripture Lessons:
First Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 36-41
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them:
36“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
37Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 3® And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. * For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far
off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” * And with many other words he bore
witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked
generation.” #! So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about
three thousand souls.
Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 1:17-25

17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds,
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, '8 knowing that you were ransomed
from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or
gold, ! but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 2° He was
foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake
of you 2! who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory,
so that your faith and hope are in God.

22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love
one another earnestly from a pure heart, 2 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed
but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for

“All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the
flower falls, 2° but the word of the Lord remains forever.”

And this word is the good news that was preached to you.

Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God



The Alleluia: (sung) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Pastor: Lift up your hearts and hear the Holy Gospel as it is recorded in the twenty-fourth chapter of
Saint Luke, beginning with the thirteenth verse.
***People (sung) Glory be to thee, O Lord

Gospel Lesson: Luke 24:13-35

13That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven
miles!® from Jerusalem, ' and they were talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. '® While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went
with them. '® But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. !7 And he said to them, “What is this
conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking
sad. 1 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem
who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” !® And he said to
them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 2*and how our chief priests
and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 2! But we had hoped that
he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things
happened. 2> Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in
the morning, 2% and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen
a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb
and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 23 And he said to them, “O
foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 2® Was it not necessary
that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 2’ And beginning with Moses
and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

28 S0 they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going
farther, 2° but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day
is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 3® When he was at table with them, he took the
bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 3! And their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 3 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts
burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33 And they
rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with
them gathered together, 3 saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 33 Then
they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the
bread.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
***People: (sung) Praise be to thee, O Christ

Children’s Sermon: , Vicar Chris Clarke
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Pulpit Hymn: He Lives P&P #68

1 serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today,
I know that He is living, whatever men may say,
I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer,
And just the time I need Him He'’s always near. (Chorus)

He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way.
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart.

In all the world around me I see His loving care,
And tho’ my heart grows weary I never will despair,
1 know that He is leading, thro’ all the stormy blast,
The day of Hia appearing will come at last. (Chorus)

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing
Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King!
The Hope of all who seek Him, the Help of all who find,
None other is so loving, so good and kind. (Chorus)

Sermon: Pastor Emeritus Irvin Stapf

WHAT HAPPENED ON
THE WAY TO EMMALUS?

The Sermon Response: (sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit within me. Cast me
not away from thy presence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation and

uphold me with thy free spirit.

Passing of the Peace



***The Nicene Creed:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God
of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge both the
quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver
of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped
and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church; I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

***The General Prayer: (after each petition)

Pastor: Lord in your mercy.

People: Hear our prayer.

***The Prayer Response: (sung)

Hear our prayer, O Lord. Hear our prayer, O Lord. Incline thine ear to us and grant us thy peace. Amen.

***The Preface: (responses are sung)

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And with thy spirit.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up unto the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
People: It is meet and right so to do.

***Proper Preface:

Pastor: It is truly meet, right, and salutary, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee,

O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God: And now do we praise thee, that thou didst send unto us thine
only-begotten Son, and that in him, being found in fashion as a man, thou didst reveal the fullness of thy glory.
Therefore, with Angels, and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious
Name; evermore praising thee, and saying:

***The Sanctus: (sung)
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth, Heaven and earth are full of thy glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blesséd is
he that cometh in the Name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.

***The Consecration:

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night in which he was betrayed, took bread; and, when he had given thanks,
he brake it and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you; this do in
remembrance of me.”

After the same manner also, he took the cup, when he had supped and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for you, and for many,
for the remission of sins; this do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.”



***The Eucharistic Prayer:

Pastor: Remembering, therefore, his salutary precept, his life-giving Passion and Death, his glorious Resurrection
and Ascension and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to thee, O Lord God Almighty, not as we
ought, but as we are able; and we beseech thee mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving, and with thy
Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, thy servants, and these thine own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who
partake thereof may be filled with heavenly benediction and grace, and, receiving the remission of sins, be
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all thy saints. And unto thee, O God, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory in thy holy Church, now and forever. Amen.

***The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.

***The Agnus Dei: (sung)

O Christ, thou Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, thou Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, thou Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. Amen.

The Communion (If you are baptized, believe in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, have honestly confessed
your sins, and believe that under the bread and wine Christ gives us his true body and blood, you are welcome to
come to communion.)

***Post Communion Blessing:

Pastor: The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and His precious Blood strengthen and preserve you unto eternal life.
People: Nunc Dimittis (Simeon’s Prayer): (sung) Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according
to thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation which thou has prepared before the face of all people; a light
to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Pastor: O give thanks to the Lord for He is good.
People: (sung) And His mercy endureth forever.

***Closing Prayer: (responses are sung)

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to thee, Almighty God, that thou hast refreshed us with this thy salutary gift;
and we beseech thee, of thy mercy, to strengthen us through the same gift, in faith toward thee and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, thy dear Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

People: Amen.

Pastor: The Peace of the Lord be with you.

People: And with thy spirit.

Pastor: Bless we the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

***The Benediction:
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People: (sung) The threefold Amen
A-men, A-men, A----men.



***Closing Hymn: Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won!

Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won! Death no longer can appall me;
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done! From the grave will Christ recall me.
Brighter scenes will then commence; This shall be my confidence.

Jesus lives! To him the throne There above all things is given.
1 shall go where he is gone, Live and reign with him in heaven.
God is faithful; doubtings, hence! This shall be my confidence.

Jesus lives! For me he died, Hence will I, to Jesus living,
Pure in heart and act abide, Praise to him and glory giving.
All I need God will dispense; This shall be my confidence.

Jesus lives! And I am sure, Neither life nor death shall sever
Me from him. I shall endure In his love, through death, forever.
God will be my sure defense; This shall be my confidence.

***The Postlude



Prayers and Praises:

For our church leaders:
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Dr. Carey G. Larson
Assistant Presiding Pastor: Rev. Roger Twito
AALC Administrator: Rev. Dean Stoner
Secretary Pastor: Rev. Joe Marsh
Home Mission Developer: Rev. Joe Christina
National Office Manager: Bonnie Ohlrich
Seminary President: Rev. Dr. Jordan Cooper
Seminary Administrator: Duane Kleven

Robin Nicholson Hope Johnston Dorothy Foster Brian Gray
Rebecca Robinson Bill Trall Harvey Jester Justin Serene
Fred Carlson Bob Petersen Norita Shipley Debbie Stapf
Ben Flynn Meryl Benenati Rodney Perini Mary Neighly
Ana Soulen The Reverend Joe Christina

For those that have suffered loss due to hurricanes, fires, and other natural disasters
For the President and the leaders of our nation
For those in the armed Services: Grace Gorevin, Zach Gorevin, Christopher Clarke,
Bethany Hueter, Ethan Stone, Wendy Ahern, Kris Johnson
For our Seminary Students: Chris Clarke, Kris Johnson
For a Region congregation: Pastor Fred Balke, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Franklin, NC
For our missionary work: Care Net Frederick
For those being persecuted for their faith in Christ
For the congregations of our Germantown/Clarksburg/Damascus community: Greenridge Baptist Church
For the congregations of the American Association of Lutheran Churches
For our college students: Maddie Day, Joseph Flesch, Jude Stapf, Paul Stapf

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Men’s Bible Study: Monday — 11AM at Joe Flesch’s home.

e Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday — 10 AM at Church.

e Adult Sunday School and Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 AM.

e You may continue to watch the Sunday services (10:30 AM) via Livestream on Facebook —
Christ Lutheran Church AALC. The Bulletins for the services are on our website: clcmd.org
or christlutheranofgermantown.org. The video of every livestream is on our Facebook page.
You can access the livestream by clicking the link at the bottom of the first page of our website
or by visiting the Facebook page directly. Be sure to click on the ‘videos’ tab.

e We will be collecting rice and canned beans for Damascus HELP during the month of April.
There is a collection bin in the Narthex.

e Church Council will meet after service today.

e If anyone would like to make a donation to Debbie Stapf, you may write a check to Christ
Lutheran Church, and put her name on the memo line. Bruce will send the funds once
collected.
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